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HAVE lived in New York for
10 years—in Brooklyn, Man-
hattan, downtown, uptown,
midtown, whatever you name it. I
came here to go to Tisch School of
the Arts. It was a big leap for me.
- Both my parents wanted me to be
-close to them in Michigan, but I
_ was determined to make my living
~as an artist. And to me, New York

was the only place to be, both pro-

fessionally and personally.
I'love New York because it’s a
place where you can sleep on the
~ street and be the first one to get
_the limited front row $20 tickets
(the musical), which I did back in
-the days when they didn’t do any
- lottery for Broadway shows. I love
' New York because its art and its in-

level of fervor and determination.
Living in New York is different
from any other place due to its

sheer overflow of art and di-
versity. I can walk around on
the streets and not feel like I'm

sticking out. And the best part is,
when 1 don’t feel. like walking-
around on the streets anymore, 1
can just hop on the subway and go
virtually anywhere, anytime. The
freedom it gives you is endless. Es-
pecially for a girl who hates to
drive and let her license expire..
Professionally, New York gives
me the opportunity to experiment
with different art forms, to take
risks, do independent works, and
to create a community, especially
amongst South Asian artists.
When I decided to go to grad-
uation school, I wanted to
stay here because of my pro-
fessional connections in the
city. I decided to go to Co-
lumbia University, and stay
close to my work, and my favorite

restaurants and bak Tie ;
my time honored favori
been publicized over the
TV shows and man
have filmed there.
The thing about
that there are always undi
gems waiting to be found,
are always new places t
new artists breaking thr
here being one of them
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