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Convenience store lore

Desipina’s Seven.11 plays explore stereotypes,
taboo subjects and everyday emotions
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=== For five years, Desipina & Company has been

~ Jooking at South Asian and Asian immigrant

" life in America through seven 11-minute plays

and musicals — all set within 7-11 convenience stores.

And the annual event continues now with seven
insightful and smart plays.

“The enthusiasm for the annual show has grown
tremendously and now, in our sixth year, we are
showing plays that are funny, poignant and s.nmng,,'
says Rohi Mirza Pandya who started Desipina with
her sister Rehana Mirza with a play that had direct
bearing on post 0/11 America. The plays and musi-
cals have an unpredictable air about them.

“We have been questioning the stereotypes people
have about our communities. We look at issues that
are not often discussed in our communities,” she
says. In the present edition of the show, which runs
in New York through June 22, there is a segment
about a transgender character.

The plays this year also has a segment on a person-
ified Slurpee machine; there is also a play about
small-town girl dreaming of moving to the big city of
Cincinnati, a convenience store owner and two of
NYPD's finest who give advice to a love-struck loser,
a sister and her runaway brother dealing with their
parents’ disappointment, a back room confessional

ru who vearns for his ex, a duo who host the hit
reality show Convenience Store Makeover, a tribute
to a working man, and an underage college student
on a quest for his elixir of love — aleohol.

In a theater season that has award-winning
Broadway musicals such as In the Heights, Gypsy
and South Pacific and plays such as August: Osage
County staged in theaters with over 1,000 seats,
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From a lack of
understanding,
Desipina rose

_ ;I\"h.e Ne)w Jersey raised sisters — Rohi
- Mirza Pandya and Rehana Mirza — are
"meﬁcal::;ouig lrlnan_v young South Asian
Aamericans who have successfully s ivi
their own dreams. iy
Cscm\'en years Yﬂgo Ehc_\' co-founded Desipina &
i (}\)t:)m.\, a 1.\4:‘\\" York City-based theater and
o mp::n) - 'We blame our father,” older sis-
Mirza Pandya, 34, told East West magazine
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IF .‘J.I‘ways thought 1 was going to become a
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‘olved in bringing ghazal shows to the US
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