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Mirza’s ‘Barriers’
7o be Staged in
Calif. in Sept.

Koi Mil...Gaya:
Good fun while
Itlasts
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By MICHEL W, POTTS
Special to India-West

HOLLYWOQD, Calif. — After
a successful premiere in New
York on the anniversary of the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on the
World Trade Center, Rehana
Mirza's play “Barriers” is cur-
rently in rehearsal in prepara-
tion for a West Coast staging in
San Francisco and Los Angeles
throughout the month of Sep-

The 90-minute, two-act play

focuses on the Abbas family, in
which a Pakistani father and a
Chinese mother are not only
grieving for the loss of one of
their three children who died
when the planes crashed into the
World Trade Center, but have to
endure suspicions from the sur-
rounding community.

The play attempts to capture
their sense of isolation “and how
their dysfunctions prior to Sept.
11 are now reaching the break-
ing point with all this added

- pressure,” Mizra explained to
India-West.

“l wanted to write a story

about a dysfunctional family,

because that's as universal as
Yyou can get in terms of the all-
American story, and with that I
also wanted to bring in other el-
ements into it that were very
political and that I thought
needed to be addressed.”

The play’s genesis sprang from
a single image. Soon after the
terrorist attacks, Mizra and her
sister Rohi, who shared an
apartment near the Twin Tow-
ers, happened to spot a flyer that
featured a missing South Asian

woman.
What shocked them most

about the flyer was that some-
one had burned out the eyes and
mouth of the woman with a ciga-
rette, “and that affected me a lot
when I saw it, and I had to deal
with it somehow,” Mizra said.
Predicated on that image, and
unable to go to work because her
office was located in the cor-
doned-off ground zero, Mirza
immediately began writing the
play, “and two months after Sept.
11, the first act was basically
done, and it was in a really raw
form and purely emotional.”
As she was writing the play,
every television station was
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broadcasting news and commen-
tary about what had happened,
“but what I was seeing on TV
was not connecting with what I
was receiving via e-mails from
all the people who were affected
by it,” she recalled.

“And that’s why I started to
write ‘Barriers,’ to counteract the
images of what a terrorist is,
because there can be a South
Asian family that is affected by
terrorism and not be composed
of terrorists themselves.”

When scenes from the first act
were later staged by the Disha
theater company at a benefit,
director Ashok Sinha was ada-
mant in urging Mizra to finish
writing the play. After a stage
reading of the completed play at
the now defunct Indo Center,
“things started to fall into place,

so that the production was ready
to go a full year after Sept. 11,”
Mizra explained to India-West.

The play premiered Sept. 6,
2002, at the Here Arts Center
and ran for three weeks. Audi-
ences from far away as Florida
were coming to New York to see

‘the play, “and I was really grate-

ful for all the response I got from

rwith playwright Rehana Mirza (left). (Michel Potts photo)
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thought it was an important play
and wanted to see it again,”

Mizra said.
The play will have its West

Coast premiere Sept. 4 and will

run for two wecks at the Noh
Space Theater in San Francisco
before moving to Los Angeles,
where it will play from Sept. 25
to 28 at the Stages Theater Cen-
ter in Hollywood.

The cast includes Sunkrish
Dala, Rodney Jao, Tyler Pierce,
Meera Simham, Diana Tanaka
and Wajid under the direction of
Ravi Kapoor, who currently has
a recurring role on NBC's “Cross-
ing Jordan” and has directed
several of his own plays.

Directing “Barriers” has come -

with its own set of challenges. “I
think the challenge is finding the
nuances of this family. They are
a family who is very aggressive
toward each other because they
are unable to deal with their
grief,” Kapoor confided to India-
West.

Kapoor said he was keen to
direct the play when the oppor-

in Sept.

tunity was offered to him “be-

cause it is important to get out

stories about the Muslim com-

munity and to sce them a8 real

people rather than being demon-

ized.”

Originally born in New Jersey
to an Indian father and a

Filipina mother, Mirza recalls
that as a child she was always
writing, and at her sister’s urg-
ing she joined NYU's School of
the Arts to pursue a degree in
dramatic writing.

After graduating in 2000,
Mirza joined the Disha theater
group, a predominately South
Asian acting company where as
a sort of playwright in residence
she wrote one-act plays, several
of which were performed on the
college circuit.

After two years with Disha,
Mirza and her sister Rohi, who
had a solid background in busi-
ness, struck out on their own to
form Desipina, a theater com-
pany largely devoted to staging
productions performed by actors
who have similar backgrounds

to theirs.

‘The Guru’ Singer
Entertains So. Cal.
- Audiences

By LISA TSERING N

India-West StafT Reporter

Call it playback singing, Hol-
Iywood-style: Vishal Ailawadhi,
a young vocalist based in South-
ern California, provided the
singing voice behind Jimi Mistry

in the comedy The Guru.

Ailawadhi, who performs

regularly at restaurants and pri-
“vate functions, says it was a

thrill hearing his voice on the big
screen, He performs a Hindi ver-
sion of the American pop classic
“0ld Time Rock & Roll” during
a scene where Ramu (Mistry)
auditions for a porn director and

Ailawadhi has been playing

“\around town for 10 years and

ade an appearance on “Sa Re
Ma” four years ago. Trained

by, playback singer Suresh
Wadkar, he specializes in light
filmi fare and travels to India

every year to brush up on his

vocals,
Aecompanied by his wife,
Meera, also a vocalist, along
with Hemant Ekbote on tabla
and Oni Benjamin on keyboards,
Ailawadhi charmed a recent get-
together at Tandoor Restaurant
in Orange, Calif., where he sang
old favorites (including
“Chaudhavin ka Chand”) and
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